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Estate Planning Answers
The Lawyer's Role

What is The Lawyer's Role? WILL
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It is easy to be lured by advertisements claiming you can save time and money by —

drafting your own will using do-it-yourself software or fill-in-the-blank will kits. It is unlikely
that these systems will generate a suitable will that accomplishes all your objectives.
Only a qualified lawyer can interpret the maze of laws bearing on property rights, taxes, b
wills, probate, and trusts.

On the other hand, you can save time and money by preparing thoroughly for a meeting with your
estate planning lawyer. You can organize your information regarding your assets, liabilities, and title
arrangements and discuss your feelings about providing for various family members. You should provide
copies of important documents such as previous wills or trusts, powers-of-attorney, life insurance
policies, employment benefits, and prenuptial agreements or divorce decrees.

Not every state has a program requiring or allowing attorneys to designate a specialty area of practice,
so you should inquire about the level of experience and qualifications in estate planning when selecting
an attorney. Membership in certain bar associations or estate planning organizations often indicates a
level of dedication to the estate planning field and a commitment to keeping abreast of the law. Most
important, you should choose an attorney in whom you have confidence, either through
recommendations from friends or your other professional advisors.

The advice and direction of your attorney will be essential to implementing an estate plan that both
disposes of your assets according to your wishes and meets your other personal objectives.

Send us your Feedback!

We'd like to read your guestions, suggestions for future FAQ's and comments.

Click the link above to send us an e-mail.
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Disclaimer of Liability: This site is provided as a public service by the ABA Section of Real Property, Probate and Trust Law. While the information on this site
is about legal issues, it is not legal advice or legal representation. Because of the rapidly changing nature of the law and our reliance upon outside sources, we
make no warranty or guarantee of the accuracy or reliability of information contained herein or at other sites to which we link. We assume no responsibility for
any information, advice or services provided by any site to which we link.
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